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44 2 THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. 

The latter part of the book is devoted to a study of the novelist's imagina- 
tion. After an examination of the suggestive and the fantastic elements in 
the Freudian 'Oedipus complex,' the author applies himself to a more direct 
examination of the work of several contemporary French novelists: Mme. 
Marcelle Tinayre, J. H. Rosny, and Paul Adam. One may reflect upon the 
caliber of the writers selected for analysis, or upon Kostyleff's view of the 
greatest mystery of novelistic genius: his rare ability to identify himself with 
his characters to the extent of acquiring their manner of thought and speech. 
But Kostyleff's conclusion, which is also a criticism of the Freudians, is 
significant. It is not from dreams or from the subconscious that the novelist 
must expect the subject of his novel: life itself provides him with more direct 
and more various motives. The novelist's genius involves a brain richly 
endowed in sensorial and verbal reactions. In some cases this endowment is 
unlimited; moreover the central complex of reflexes can so alter itself in 
certain conditions as to create another individuality. Of the formation of this 
complex we know little. Perhaps it allows of experimental study, of inquiry 
into the organic factors acting on the mechanism of cerebral reflexes. These 
questions the author reserves for future work. 

The reader will find in this volume many stimulating questions and some 
stimulating answers touching the problem of the psychology of imagination. 
These, together with the concise reviews it contains of the Russian, Wiirzburg, 
and Freudian work, should make Kostyleff's book valuable, whether one is 
or is not prepared to follow him the whole way in his 'objective' method. 

Radoslav A. Tsanoff. 
The Rice Institute, Houston, Texas. 
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